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2018 HONORS AND AWARDS
in recognition of students who demonstrate academic excellence and enrich campus life
WELCOME..........................................Janet Schrunk Ericksen, interim vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MORRIS ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION TEACHING AWARD................................................ presented by Larry Traversie ’00, president
Thanks to the generosity of the alumni association, the campus recognizes outstanding professors and their
contributions to undergraduate education through the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association
Teaching Award.
Tracy Otten, professor of studio art

ADDRESS................................................................................................... Tracy Otten, professor of studio art
CHANCELLOR’S AWARD...................................................................... presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
Presented annually to an outstanding senior on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to campus
life, the chancellor of the University of Minnesota, Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award selection after
consulting with various campus groups.
Autumn Carlson ’18

CURTIS H. LARSON AWARD................................................................ presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Curtis H. Larson Award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection is
made by faculty and graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, the
University of Minnesota, Morris’s first class speaker in 1964, who lost his life in an accident while serving with
the Peace Corps in Ecuador following his graduation.
Ruby DeBellis ’18

FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR.......................................................................recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest United States exchange program offering opportunities
for students and young professionals to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, university
teaching, and primary and secondary school teaching worldwide. The program awards approximately 1,900
grants annually in all fields of study and operates in more than 140 countries worldwide.
Autumn Carlson ’18
Brittany Grady ’17
Alexa Barta ’18 (alternate)

PUBLIC POLICY & INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS (PPIA) FELLOWSHIP...........................................................recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The PPIA Fellowship is designed to help students get master’s degrees in fields relating to public policy and international
affairs. It also serves as a networking opportunity by providing fellows the chance to connect with about 4,000
alumni sharing the same public policy interests. Students are selected on their academic record and involvement in
student activities.
Jamie Polahn ’19

BOREN SCHOLARSHIP.......................................................................recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Boren Scholarship provides American undergraduate students with the resources and encouragement they need to
acquire skills and experiences in areas of the world critical to the future security of our nation, in exchange for their
commitment to seek work in the federal government. Boren Scholarships provide up to $20,000 to U.S. undergraduate
students to study abroad in areas of the world that are critical to U.S. interests and underrepresented in study abroad,
including Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Boren Scholarships
are funded by the National Security Education Program (NSEP), which focuses on geographic areas, languages, and
fields of study.
Noah Pilugin ’18

NATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE DR. RICHARD
R. BOND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARD............................ recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The National Student Exchange awards recognize students who demonstrate the best use of their study away
exchange participation. While priority is given to academic accomplishments, consideration is also given to
social welfare service, contribution to the campus or community, and creative use of time while on exchange.
The awards are named after former NSE consortium leaders.
Kathryne Beauto ’18
ALLEN W. EDSON AWARD............................................................................. presented by Sandra Olson-Loy,
vice chancellor for student affairs

Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award recipient is
chosen by the senior class, the faculty, and the Functions and Awards Committee. The award honors Allen
Edson, superintendent of the University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) and
Experiment Station on the Morris campus from 1947 to 1958. He joined the WCSA staff in 1921.
Salvi Alam ’18

MARY MARTELLE MEMORIAL AWARD....................................................... presented by Sandra Olson-Loy,
vice chancellor for student affairs

Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions to the
quality of Morris campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary Martelle,
senior secretary in the Office of Student Activities from 1965 until her death in 1976.
Autumn Carlson ’18
Andrea Wathanaphone ’18

SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE AWARD......................................................... presented by Elena Machkasova,
associate professor of computer science
and Functions and Awards Committee chair

Scholar of the College Awards are presented annually to students who demonstrate distinguished contributions
to scholarship in one or more of the academic disciplines.
Justin Anderson ’18
Jon Antonsen ’18
Genevieve Berendt ’18
Jamon Beske ’18
Sally Bremer ’18
Michael Cagle ’19
Rocherno de Jongh ’18
Ruby DeBellis ’18
Jesse Eklund ’17
Joe Flack ’18
Molly Hancuh ’18
Lexine Lynner ’18
Corinne McCumber ’19
Michael Medlyn ’18

Sam Peters ’18
Michael Phillips ’18
Noah Pilugin ’18
Wahid Tawsif Ratul ’19
Samira Rosenthal ’18
Kathryn Rowles-Perich ’18
Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18
Myeongjae “Tony” Song ’17
Cana Straub ’18
Steven Tetrick ’18
Tarlynn Tone-Pah-Hote ’18
Benjamin Yawakie ’18
Shenning Zhang ’18

EDITH RODGERS FARRELL MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH........................................ presented by Julia Dabbs, associate professor of
art history and assistant chair, Division of the Humanities

Established by the family, students, and friends of Edith Rodgers Farrell, late professor of French and
undergraduate research advocate, the annual award is granted to a graduating senior whose research is judged
by a jury of faculty to be excellent.
Genevieve Berendt ’18

MORRIS STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY LEADER AWARDS.................. presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus to advance our sustainability
initiatives and campus sustainability conversations. The efforts of these student Leaders have been sustained
over the courses of their tenures at Morris and have helped to create positive change with leadership that
has been a model to others. Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts leadership. These
students have asked “big questions” and have worked to find solutions. Based on the exceptionality of their
accomplishments and contributions—two Leaders may be selected.
Katherine Duram ’18
Samuel Guida ’18

BILL AND IDA STEWART AWARD FOR ETHNIC DIVERSITY..................... presented by Jennifer Rothchild,
chair, Multi-Ethnic Experience Committee, and associate professor
of sociology, Division of the Social Sciences

This award recognizes faculty, staff, and students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus in
support of promoting ethnic diversity and a supportive climate for all people. Bill Stewart touched the lives
of thousands of Morris students and championed the concerns, needs, and accomplishments of students of
color. Under his leadership, the Minority (now Multi-Ethnic) Student Program provided academic assistance,
financial aid, and student support services to improve minority student opportunities on campus. Bill’s wife,
Ida Stewart, served the campus as a faculty member, education coordinator, and academic advisor. She is
known for establishing World Touch Cultural Heritage Week and the Women of Color Association as well as
connecting the campus to large university communities.
Michelle Brownlee ’18

HONORS PROGRAM RECOGNITION..................... presented by Athena Kildegaard, teaching specialist, English,
and director of the honors program
Seniors graduating “with honors” must complete 12 credits in the Honors program, including an interdisciplinary
capstone project presented before a panel of three faculty members from different academic disciplines. They must also
earn an overall grade point average of 3.5 or higher at graduation. They wear Honors medallions in recognition of their
extraordinary liberal arts accomplishments.
Alexa Barta ’18
Jamon Beske ’18
Mariah Christopherson ’18
Margaret Hayes ’18
Emily Johnson ’18
Liam Kiehne ’18
Kathryn McCreary ’18
Abigail Mooney ’18
Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18
David Smith ’18
Julia Turner ’18

EDUCATION AWARD

Presented by Gwen Rudney, chair, Division of Education

WILLIAM R. SCARBOROUGH MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented annually to a senior in elementary or secondary education, the William R. Scarborough Memorial Award
recognizes demonstrated competence and potential for becoming an outstanding member of the teaching profession.
The award honors the memory of William Scarborough, former Division of Education chair, who joined the faculty
in 1966 and made many contributions to the Morris campus and to public education in Minnesota.
Amy Coria ’18

ATHLETIC AWARDS

Presented by Jason Herbers, director, Intercollegiate Athletics

ARNOLD HENJUM SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors Arnold Henjum,
professor of education from September 1964 to June 1992, who made innumerable contributions to Minnesota
public education. Recipients must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade point average.
Cody Christ ’18

WILLIS KELLY AWARD
Presented to a senior female athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at Morris in women’s athletics, the
award is in memory of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at Morris for more than 20 years.
She was the first director of women’s athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and women’s athletics from
1982 until her retirement in 1987. Recipients must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade point average.
Marissa Ekness ’18

WOMEN’S HONOR ATHLETE AWARD
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor
Athlete Awards have earned a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Autumn Mahoney ’18

MEN’S HONOR ATHLETE AWARD
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor
Athlete Awards have earned a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Joshua Bartels ’18

COUGAR EXCELLENCE AWARD
The Cougar Excellence Award is awarded each year to a fourth-year student-athlete who represents the best of Cougar
Athletics: passion, dedication, athletic competitiveness, and academic engagement. Recipients have competed at the
University of Minnesota, Morris for a minimum of two years.
Carl (C.D.) Douglas Jr. ’19

MUSICAL SELECTION...............................................................................Gunnar Molstad ’19, bass-baritone
Zueignung, by Richard Strauss (1864-1949)
accompanied by Ann DuHamel

HUMANITIES AWARDS

Julia Dabbs, associate professor of art history and assistant chair, Division of the Humanities

ART HISTORY BOOK AWARD
Awarded to a graduating art history major, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for further
achievement in the arts.
Zoey Cook ’17
Hannah Hoagland ’18

ALUMNI AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ENGLISH MAJOR
This award is presented to graduating English majors whose performances in English classes have been consistently
superior and who have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond the classroom.
Corinne McCumber ’19

KEITH CARLSON MEMORIAL JAZZ AWARD
Presented annually to the most outstanding jazz musicians at Morris, this award is given in memory of Keith Carlson
by Jack and Ethel Carlson.
Christian Pfeiffer ’18

BRION DALAGER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by the family and friends of the late Brion Dalager, University of Minnesota, Morris music student from 1969
to 1972, this scholarship is awarded annually to students who have demonstrated outstanding ability on a band instrument.
Levi Jahnke ’19
Katie Kubat ’19
Anthony Lovejoy ’19
Shawn Strom ’18

NATALIE BENOIT MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given by George
and Joan Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major studying at Penn State
when an accident took her life.
Katherine Brown ’18

LOIS P. HODGELL PRINTMAKING AWARD
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993. The recipient
must show outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who demonstrates creative
potential in the field and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
Miranda Rosequist ’18

RAYMOND J. LAMMERS AWARD IN THE LANGUAGE ARTS
Established in memory of the late Raymond J. Lammers, professor of theatre, this award is presented to seniors
majoring in and demonstrating an outstanding undergraduate career in one of the following disciplines: theatre,
English, foreign language, or communication, media, and rhetoric. Professor Lammers was one of the first Morris
faculty members and figured prominently in the creation of the theatre major and theatre program.
Sally Bremer ’18
Corinne McCumber ’19

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS AWARDS
presented by Peh Ng, chair, Division of Science and Mathematics

ABBOTT AWARD IN PHYSICS
Presented to a graduating senior physics major with the greatest potential of achieving a professional career in
physics or a physics-related field, the award was established by the late Robinson Abbott, professor of biology from
1961 to 1991, and his wife, Rose Marie, who taught Morris biology courses, to recognize the importance Morris
played in their lives. All four Abbott children graduated from Morris, three with physics majors.
Grant Bidney ’18

JAY Y. ROSHAL AWARD
Presented to a senior student majoring in biology who demonstrates the most promise and interest in a career in the
biological sciences, the award is in honor of the late Jay Roshal, professor of biology from 1960 to 1983 and the first
University of Minnesota, Morris Division of Science and Mathematics chair.
Stephi Dickinson ’18

SPDF CHEMISTRY AWARD
The annual spdf Award is given to a senior chemistry major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, potential, and
service in chemistry.
Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18

CLEMENS “JOHNNY” BRAUER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by former colleagues and students to honor the memory of Clemens Brauer, associate professor of geology
from 1966 to 1981 who passed away in May 2003, this award supports geology majors in their educational pursuits at
the University of Minnesota, Morris by providing financial assistance to cover field camp expenses. Recipients must
exhibit academic excellence and plan a professional or academic career in the geological sciences.
Jordan Dahle ’19

SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDS

Presented by Arne Kildegaard, chair, Division of the Social Sciences

ANTHROPOLOGY AWARD
The Anthropology Research Award is given to an anthropology major who has shown exceptional ability for
independent research. The award is given to a junior major and includes monetary support for conducting research
or presenting research at a professional meeting.
Christina Munoz-Pinon ’19

CHRIS BERG MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that field,
this award is presented by the University of Minnesota, Morris economics/management faculty in memory of their
colleague, Chris Berg, one of UMM’s early economics faculty who was in the middle of fulfilling his dream of sailing
around the world when he died in an accident in Mexico in 1976.
Tingting Chen ’18

UMM MANAGEMENT/ECONOMICS ALUMNI AWARD
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has provided
service to the discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to the management/
economics discipline.
Chuwen Li ’18

TED UNDERWOOD AWARD IN HISTORY
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social science
major who has demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named for Dr. Ted L.
Underwood, who served the University of Minnesota, Morris as an outstanding scholar, teacher, and administrator
from 1967 until his retirement in 1999.
Olivia Anderson ’18

MIMI FRENIER AWARD IN GENDER, WOMEN, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES
This award was established by colleagues, students, alumni, friends, and the University of Minnesota, Morris
Commission on Women in recognition of Professor Emeritus of History Mariam Frenier’s dedication to Morris and
in appreciation for her contributions to the development of the gender, women, and sexuality studies major. It is
annually granted to a junior or senior gender, women, and sexuality studies major in recognition of high academic
achievement, and social, political, and civic activism.
Maija Kittleson Wilker ’19

GIESKE ACADEMIC AWARD
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students who
have an exceptional record of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota, Morris as well as strong prospects
for success after graduation. The award is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor in the political science
department for more than 15 years. He served as acting chair of the Division of the Social Sciences, was a respected
leader in many professional organizations, and the author of many political works.
Ruby DeBellis ’18

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE IN PSYCHOLOGY AWARD
The Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award is given annually to seniors graduating with psychology majors.
Recipients who receive this award have excelled in the following areas: scholarship, research experience, and
participation in the psychology discipline.
Caitlin Helm ’18
Rachel Coler Mulholland ’18

SOCIOLOGY BOOK AWARD
Awarded to an outstanding sociology student, this honor recognizes academic excellence and active engagement
in the field of sociology.
Yasamin Graff ’18

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
CLOSING REMARKS.......................... Janet Schrunk Ericksen, interim vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean

ADDITIONAL HONORS DURING
THE 2017–18 ACADEMIC YEAR
AMERICAN INDIAN SALT SPRINGS AWARDS
The American Indian Salt Springs Awards are presented on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to the
Indian and campus community to outstanding American Indian students who will return to the Morris campus next year.
AMERICAN INDIAN SALT SPRINGS CULTURAL AWARD SCHOLARSHIP
Erin L. Kiyukanpi ’19
Rebecca Lund ’19
Linnea Kingbird-Martini ’19

AMERICAN INDIAN SALT SPRINGS TEACHER SCHOLARSHIPS
Benjamin Holman ’19
Morgan Alene Miller ’19

BOS UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AWARDS
The Bos Research Fund was established in honor of Angela Bos ’01 to enhance the successful undergraduate research
experiences of Morris students. Funds are made available to cover expenses for travel, conference registration, and
other costs associated with the pursuit of undergraduate research opportunities. All students are eligible to participate.
Jaclyn Bell ’18
Genevieve Berendt ’18
Aundria Howard ’19
Sarah LaVoy-Brunette ’18
Morgan McAlpin ’20
Maija Whitefeather ’19

BRIDGFORD SUMMER SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Established by Betty Bridgford Orvis and Robert E. Orvis Sr. in memory of Betty’s father, Roy Bridgford, agronomist
at the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station from 1918 until his retirement in 1956. Professor
Bridgford taught classes in crops, soils, and plant diseases and had charge of all crop research. He was known not only
throughout Minnesota, but also throughout the Upper Midwest for his experimental and research work with crops.
The program supports a summer research and internship experience for one or more students who are interested in
expanding their knowledge and experience in relation to agriculture, food, and crop production at UMM.
Wyatt Anderson ’19
Alex Carroll ’20
Abbey Dickhudt ’18
Margaret Doom ’19
Erik Mack ’19
Morgan Mathews ’20
Cody O’Halloran ’19

CHEMISTRY UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AWARD
The Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund (CURF) provides support for students who are majoring in chemistry/
biochemistry and have an interest in carrying out research in chemistry/biochemistry or a closely related field. The
awardees have demonstrated outstanding aptitude for research in the chemistry discipline’s Introduction to Research
course and the potential for continued success.
Malachy Brink ’19
Kevin Bucher ’18

CHI ALPHA SIGMA
Chi Alpha Sigma, the National College Athlete Honor Society, recognizes high academic achievements of student
athletes at the collegiate level. Student athletes who contribute significantly to at least one intercollegiate sport while
maintaining a 3.4 or higher cumulative GPA throughout their junior and senior years are eligible for membership in
Chi Alpha Sigma. The University of Minnesota, Morris chapter, established in 2006, is the only chapter in Minnesota.
Brandon Barras ’18, football
Kathryne Beauto ’18, swimming and diving
Brock Burquest ’18, baseball
Lindsay Clay ’18, women’s soccer
Amanda Donley ’18, swimming and diving
Thomas Eckstein ’19, baseball
Brynn Gellner ’18, cross country
Andy Haley ’18, men’s soccer
Molly Hancuh ’18, women’s soccer
John Hoff ’19, football
Yu Ito ’19, women’s soccer
Levi Jahnke ’19, baseball
Marie Jakubowski ’19, women’s soccer
Arre Langer ’19, cross country
Rachel Mathias ’19, volleyball
Bailey Miller ’18, women’s basketball
Ben Mladenich ’18, cross country
Emily Nordquist ’19, softball
Kendra Raths ’19, women’s basketball
Tyler Sassenberg ’19, cross country
Joy Stephansen ’18, golf
Elli Stevenson ’19, women’s basketball
Lacey Sullivan ’19, softball
Mauren Thiesen ’18, women’s basketball
Gannon Youakim ’19, men’s soccer

DAVID C. JOHNSON AWARD FOR INTERNATIONAL SERVICE LEARNING
To assist deserving students to participate in service learning projects in other nations (e.g. the teaching of English as a
second language in developing nations, Habitat for Humanity programs). Preference is for students who will return to
UMM subsequent to their work abroad. David served as chancellor of UMM from the fall of 1990 to the summer of 1998.
Sophia Brandt ’19
Mckenzie Dice ’18
Michelle Mathias ’19

DAVID MINGE INTERNSHIP AWARD
The Minge Internship Award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships, educational opportunities that
former Congressman David Minge values as important and insightful components in learning about public policy
process at the federal level. Preference is given to internship participants who integrate the study of peace, justice,
conservation, the environment, rural affairs, or similar issues.
Parker Smith ’20

DIK MUNSON ART AWARD
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future
discipline course work. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork and
experimentation with new media.
Lily Brutger ’19
Molly Otremba ’21

DIMITRA GIANNULI MEMORIAL AWARD
This annual award is based on the excellence of a paper written for any of the history courses offered at the University
of Minnesota, Morris. The award was established by colleagues, friends, family, and alumni in memory of Dimitra
Giannuli, associate professor of history.
Jon Antonsen ’18 for his paper “The Development of Student Government
at UMM During its Formative Years, 1960-1965”

GIESKE INTERNSHIP AWARD
The Gieske Internship Award honors the memory of Millard Gieske, University of Minnesota, Morris professor of
political science. The award supports political science students who pursue legislative internships in Washington, DC
or the Minnesota State Capitol.
Claire McManus ’19

JOHN BRIAN BECKER ’97 MEMORIAL STUDENT ACTIVIST AWARD
Established by friends of the late John Becker ’97, this award is meant to honor and to thank a student identified as
being a progressive-thinking individual whose activism has made an impact on campus or beyond by raising public
awareness and promoting social change. John majored in English and theatre arts while at Morris and was actively
involved in the Student DFL, KUMM, and Women’s Resource Center.
Matthew Sheets ’18

MATTHEW IAN HELGESEN MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by Tim and Jean Helgesen in memory of their son, Matthew ’06, this award is given to the captain of the Bad Movie
Club. Matt was one of the first students to start the club during his freshman year at UMM. The award honors the values of UMM
and reflects student initiative and creativity in leadership, and serves to encourage the captain to keep the club going by doing “all
the extras that always need to be done.”
LeeAnne Kovacs ’18

MINNESOTA CAMPUS COMPACT AWARDS
The Minnesota Campus Compact Award recognizes faculty, staff, students, and community partners who have contributed
meaningfully to university-community partnerships
Faculty/Staff Community Engagement Award, Heidi Meyer
Community Partner Award, Rilee Moulton ’14
Student Community Engagement Award, Andrea Wathanaphone ’18

MORRIS ACADEMIC PARTNER PROGRAM
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and for the opportunity to assist
faculty members in their work, this program awards year-long stipends to academically talented third-year students. These students
will undertake assignments that will enhance their intellectual competence and increase their interest in graduate or professional
study. Students were paired with faculty/staff as indicated below:
Alexa Barta ’18/Jon Anderson
Jaclyn Bell ’19 /Stephanie Ferrian
Jamon Beske ’18/Pieranna Garavaso
Michael Cagle ’19 /Stephen V. Burks
Janaya Caines ’18/Stephanie Ferrian
Zoey Cook ’17/Julia Dabbs
Lillian Fulton ’19/Heather Waye
Jessica Gardner ’18/Pieranna Garavaso
Molly Hancuh ’18/Joseph Dolence
Elise Klarenbeek ’19/Emily Bruce
Lexine Lynner ’18/Lisa Bevevino
Corinne McCumber ’19/Michael Lackey
Bridget Peterson ’19/Stacey Parker Aronson
Bradley Ramin ’18/Tracey M. Anderson
Islamzhan Saliyev ’19/Nic McPhee
Charlot Shaw ’19/Elena Machkasova
Liam Taylor ’19/Gordon McIntosh

MORRIS STUDENT ADMINISTRATIVE FELLOWS
This program offers students of high ability and motivation the opportunity to play an important role in the daily management of
campus programs and offices. Students were paired with faculty/staff as indicated below:
Esmira Alieva ’19/Ray Lagasse
Vera Lu ’18/Michael Cihak
Wyatt Anderson ’19/Stephanie Ferrian
Quinn Maynor ’19/Jonathan Campbell
Jon Antonsen ’18/Stephen Gross
Kyle McKim ’19/Jason Ramey
Chara Barke ’17/ Gary Donovan
Grace Miller ’19/Andrew Stansbury and Andrew Nordin
Alexa Barta ’18/Bradley Miller
Sam Miller ’18/Stephanie Ferrian
Dalton Bliss ’18/Jonathan Campbell
Gabriel Myrin ’18/Bradley Miller
Hannah Boettcher ’19/Naomi Skulan
Alyssa Olsen ’19/Anne M. Thorson
Katherine Brown ’18/Jess Larson
Denis Ostroushko ’19/Ray Lagasse
Lily Brutger ’19/Tracy Otten
Jair Peltier ’19/Gary Donovan
Mika Cadiz ’19/Gary Donovan
Samuel Peters ’18/Rachel Johnson
Olivia Carlson ’20/Tracy Otten
Michael Phillips ’18/Matthew Hoekstra
Sara Carman ’19/Melissa Vangsness and Megan Welle
Nick Plucker ’19/Matt Zaske
Lindsay Clay ’18/Alexander Corbett
Marquel Porter ’20/Jonathan Campbell
Courtney Cook ’19/Peter Dolan and Nic McPhee
Andrew Potach ’18/Stephen Gross
Endegena Desta ’19/Kaitlyn McBrady
Paige Quinlivan ’19/Anne M. Thorson
Wilson Esquivel ’19/Gus Claymore
Madison Rancour ’18/Heather Waye
Paige Friedrich ’19/Pamela Gades
Ellie Riihiluoma ’19/Emma Kloos
Paul Friederichsen ’20 /Peter Dolan and Nic McPhee
Owen Saarinen ’20/Michael Cihak
Yasamin Graff ’18/Arne Kildegaard, Terri Hawkinson, and
Brianna Sarkaria ’19/Troy Goodnough
Jennifer Rothchild
Lauren Solkowski ’20/Naomi Skulan
Chloe Johnson ’20/Gary Donovan
Hannah Spry ’19/Jess Larson
Bailey Kemp ’19/Matthew Hoekstra
Joy Stephansen ’18/Kelly Rudney, Andrew Kroska,
Emily Klarer ’18/Jess Larson
and Kurt Schliep
Lisa Kovacs ’19/Jess Larson
Hailey Stobb ’20/Simon Tillier
Sarah Lavoy-Brunette ’18 /Jimmy Schryver and Julia Dabbs
Lydia Winkler ’19/Gary Donovan
Ruth Lee ’19/Andrew Stansbury and Andrew Nordin
Forrest Zoll ’19/Jason Ramey
MicKayla Lizama ’18/Andrew Stansbury and Andrew Nordin
Lexi Ziebol ’19/Adrienne Conley

OWEN W. AND FRANCES A. TATE MEMORIAL AWARD FOR STUDENT LEARNING
Established by the Tate family to honor the memories of Owen and Frances Tate, lifelong residents of Big Stone County, and
to support student learning activities that do not have other funding sources available. The award provides matching dollars to
cover travel expenses for students presenting scholarly work at symposia and professional meetings, engaging in artistic activities,
conducting research projects, or performing outside of the campus community, all of which are activities that showcase the University
of Minnesota, Morris to a broader learning community.
Michael Medlyn ’18
Mia Shaw ’18

PI DELTA PHI
Pi Delta Phi is the National French Honor Society for undergraduate and graduate students at accredited public and private
colleges and universities in the United States. It is the highest academic honor in the field of French and the oldest academic honor
society for a modern foreign language in the United States. The purpose of the Society is to recognize outstanding scholarship
in the French language and Francophone literatures, to increase the knowledge and appreciation of Americans for the cultural
contributions of the French-speaking world, and to stimulate and to encourage French and francophone cultural activities.
Katelyn Gross ’19
Lauren Solkowski ’20
Michelle Wolney ’19

PI SIGMA ALPHA
Founded in 2010, Morris’s Alpha Zeta Eta chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the first in the University of Minnesota system, is a national
political science honor society. Its goal is to stimulate scholarship and intelligent interest in political science. Morris’s chapter
aims to encourage development and dissemination of independent research; initiate and participate in community and service
activities; and expose members and the University community to the study of government and issues of public concern. Members
are juniors or seniors who have completed at least 10 semester credits in political science including at least one upper division
course and earning an average grade of B or higher in those courses. Overall, members have achieved a GPA of 3.4 or higher.
Ruby DeBellis ’18
Karyssa Scheck ’17
Fiona Wu ’17

PI SIGMA ALPHA BEST PAPER
The Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper Award is given to political science students whose papers, submitted for courses during the
previous calendar year, were judged the best based on degree of original research, level of critical thinking, and quality of writing.
Pi Sigma Alpha is the national political honor society for college students of political science and government.
Karyssa Scheck ’17

RICK JAUERT ’78 MEMORIAL AWARD
The Rick Jauert Memorial Award honors the memory of Rick Jauert ’78. Originally from Luverne, Rick spent his entire
36-year career working for members of Congress, including seven from Minnesota, two from New York, and one from
California, in various capacities, including chief of staff and press secretary. The award supports students seeking Washington,
DC internships. Rick was committed to public service, to Minnesota, and to progressive thinking politics, and the award will be
given to a student who shares these attributes.
Ramona Bias ’19

RODNEY A. BRIGGS LIBRARY ASSOCIATES STUDENT ART AWARD
The Rodney A. Briggs Library Associates Student Art Award recognizes talented University of Minnesota, Morris students and
creates a permanent quality library art collection. A committee of two library staff, three library student assistants, and an Academic
Services Support Committee member select pieces from each of the art shows.
Crocodile by Frances Burr ’18

SCHNEIDER NATIONAL AWARD
Presented to an economics or management student who has demonstrated academic excellence, outstanding research abilities,
and success in industry-oriented studies, the award is funded by Schneider National, Incorporated.
Yutao Li ’18

SIGMA DELTA PI
Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society are junior or seniors who have achieved a minimum
3.0 GPA and have completed at least three years of college-level Spanish, including at least three semester hours in
Hispanic literature or culture and civilization. Active members of UMM’s Omega Omicron chapter, founded in the
spring of 2013, participate in at least 10 hours of community service activities each semester, including the Bilingual
Literacy Project carried out in conjunction with the Morris Public Library. Current members include:
Alexa Barta ’18
Autumn Carlson ’18
Britta Hanson ’18
Erin Kvam ’18
Katherine Novak ’19
Bridget Peterson ’18
Clare Sorensen ’18
Jennifer Soukup ’18
Joy Stephansen ’18

NEW MEMBERS, INITIATED IN FALL 2017:
Sophia Brandt ’19
Maija Kittleson Wilker ’19
Arre Langer ’18
Amy Schmidgall ’18

2017–18 UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MORRIS
SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE BIOGRAPHIES
Justin Anderson ’18, Eyota, theatre arts, has distinguished
himself in the areas of stage management and design. His
stage management credits at UMM include A Midnight Dreary, The
Normal Heart, and Many Moons, for which he earned a Certificate
of Meritorious Achievement from the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival. His design credits include
Eurydice (set design and technical direction) for Meiningens
Student Theatre and sound design for the Theatre Discipline
productions of James and the Giant Peach, Eleemosynary, and Spring
Awakening. He has served as the resident stage manager at the
Northern Fort Playhouse in Britton, South Dakota, for the
past three summers, most recently on the productions BoeingBoeing and The Marvelous Wonderettes.
Jon Antonsen ’18, Anoka, political science and history,
analyzed national political party platforms as part of a
project under the supervision of Assistant Professor of
Political Science Timothy Lindberg. He sought to answer the
question, “When do political parties modify their national
platforms to include more centrist ideas?” He presented
at the Midwest Undergraduate Political Science Research
Conference in April 2018. Antonsen also has been active in
leadership roles in student organizations including national
honors society of political science Pi Sigma Alpha, Phi Alpha
Theta National History Honors Society and History Club,
the University Register, and the Chamber Orchestra.
Genevieve Berendt ’18, Minneapolis, French, medieval
studies, and anthropology, completed an Undergraduate
Research Opportunity Program project titled “Silence and
Scream: Women’s Options and Oppressions in Maghrebi
Cinema” in which she analyzed how films directed by North
African women represent women using both silence and
screams to create female solidarity and to resist patriarchal
structures. She has presented this research three times,
including at the National Conference of Undergraduate
Research in April 2018, and it has been accepted for
publication in the Butler Journal of Undergraduate Research. Berendt
also has been a teaching assistant for the French Discipline,
she is a peer mentor for UMM’s Summit Scholars and
McNair programs, and she was the elected president of
French club for two years in addition to serving one year
as its communication coordinator. Berendt has also served
as the elected student representative to the Division of the
Humanities for the French Discipline and as an elected
student representative to the Division of the Social Sciences.
Jamon Beske ’18, Audubon, philosophy with Honors,
presented his paper “Sufficient Freedom” at the Minnesota
Philosophical Society Undergraduate Conference in April
2017. His paper “A Feminist and Musical Analysis of Georges
Bizet’s Carmen” was selected as the feature presentation at the
2017 Undergraduate Research Symposium. In this paper
Beske discusses and rejects the commonly stated thesis that

opera’s female protagonists are victims by arguing that both
the libretto and the music present Carmen, the protagonist
of the opera by Bizet, as an autonomous agent. Beske served
as assistant editorial board member of the undergraduate
international philosophy journal Stance from December 2016
until January 2017. As a Morris Academic Partner in 2016–17
he assisted Professor of Philosophy Pieranna Garavaso
in editing the Bloomsbury Companion to Analytic Feminism (due
in print 2018). Beske is completing his honors capstone,
an interdisciplinary project in music and philosophy that
continues his research on opera’s female protagonists.
Sally Bremer ’18, Minnetonka, theatre arts and English,
has distinguished herself in the area of theatrical stage
management. During her time at UMM Bremer has stage
managed productions of Pinocchio Commedia, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Dog Sees God, and Spring Awakening. She earned a
Meritorious Achievement Award from the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival for her work on the latter.
Michael Cagle ’19, economics and statistics, joined the
Truckers & Turnover Project (T&T) in spring 2017. T&T is a
multi-year UMM research effort (Stephen Burks, economics
and management; Jon Anderson, statistics) with multiple
external sponsors, involving international co-investigators,
along with several generations of UMM students. Cagle has
been a key student researcher on the research team.
He has contributed to the dataset construction and analysis
for two papers currently in preparation, one on medical
cost differences among truckers in an employer-mandated
obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) screening, diagnosis, and
treatment program, and a second on crash cost differences
in the same program. Cagle presented results at the annual
National Conference on Undergraduate Research in
Edmond, Oklahoma, in April 2018 and to executives of
a cooperating firm in June 2017, and he is a junior
co-author of the paper on crash costs mentioned above.
Cagle has contributed original work to an ongoing major
research project and to the presentation and publication
of project results.
Rocherno de Jongh ’18, Willemstad, Curaçao, computer
science, mathematics, and statistics, is an outstanding student
who excelled in all aspects of academic life. He successfully
integrates knowledge from his three disciplines, as is reflected
in his research. He was a participant in the National Science
Foundation North Star STEM Alliance: Building on the
Legacy of Minnesota’s Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority
Participation (LSAMP) program and represented UMM
in various research competitions such as MinneMUDAC,
Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium
programming contest, and North Central NA Regional
Contest ACM ICPC.

Ruby DeBellis ’18, Bloomington, political science, earned
a national fellowship that allowed her to attend the Public
Policy and International Affairs (PPIA) Junior Summer
Institute at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs in
summer 2017. She presented a paper titled “Treating the
Opioid Crisis: Assessing Programs to Address Addiction
in West Virginia” at the 2018 Midwest Political Science
Undergraduate Research Conference at Gustavus Adolphus
College. She served as Political Science Discipline student
representative, president of UMM’s chapter of the national
political science honor society Pi Sigma Alpha, captain
of the Mock Trial team, and as a member of the campus
Membership and Multi-Ethnic Experience Committees.
She also served as a political science undergraduate teaching
assistant and interned with the City of Morris, where she
wrote a new communications policy for the city.
Jesse Eklund ’17, Morris, economics and statistics, has
taken part in a substantial amount of applied microeconomic
research, making significant contributions to projects
including a study on caste-ethnic education inequality in
Nepal. In 2016 he joined the Truckers & Turnover Project
(T&T), a multi-year UMM research effort (Stephen Burks,
economics and management; Jon Anderson, statistics)
with multiple external sponsors, involving international
co-investigators, along with several generations of UMM
students. Eklund has been a central student researcher in
their team approach. Among other things, he has contributed
to the dataset construction and analysis for a paper in final
stages of preparation on medical cost differences among
truckers in an employer-mandated obstructive sleep apnea
(OSA) screening, diagnosis, and treatment program. In his
final semester he became the student research coordinator for
the project, a role normally filled by a professional employee.
Eklund presented results at the annual National Conference
on Undergraduate Research in Memphis, Tennessee, in April
2017, to executives of a cooperating firm in June 2017, and is
a junior co-author of the paper on medical costs mentioned
above. He has made original contributions to a major
research project and to the presentation and publication of
its results. He has presented his work on several occasions,
including at the National Conference on Undergraduate
Research, at the Midwest Economics Association Conference,
and at a corporate research sponsor. Eklund has been
admitted to the master’s program in applied economics at
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities and plans to begin
classes there this fall.
Joe Flack ’18, Johnsburg, Illinois, chemistry, completed
directed research in computational chemistry in which he chose
two fluorescent dyes used in medical imaging and used TimeDependent Density Functional Theory (TD-DFT) methods
to compute several optical transitions involved in their
fluorescent properties. After promising initial results during
the summer, he continued this research during the fall 2017
and spring 2018 semesters. He analyzed the computational
results in terms of basic chemical and physical concepts to
gain an understanding of how the molecular structure of each

dye molecule is related to its fluorescence. Flack is co-author
of “TD-DFT study of two medical dyes,” presented in poster
format at the 255th American Chemical Society Meeting and
Exposition in New Orleans in March 2018.
Molly Hancuh ’18, Shoreview, biology, participated in a
Research Experience for Undergraduates in the entomology
lab of Dr. Michael Strand at the University of Georgia,
where she explored the relationship between mosquitoes
and the bacteria in their digestive tracts in the summer
of 2017. Hancuh also worked with Assistant Professor of
Biology Joseph Dolence on a research project supported
by a Morris Academic Partnership award during the fall of
2017. Her research focused on how antigen-presenting cells
of the immune system respond to peanut allergen exposure.
Hancuh presented this research at the annual Autumn
Immunology Conference in 2017. Pior, she worked on two
other research projects: she worked with former Assistant
Professor of Biology Michael Ceballos on a project examining
the impact of different stressors on algae growth in spring
2016, and she worked on research about metal-organic
frameworks with former Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Zack Mensinger in spring 2017.
Lexine Lynner ’18, Marshall, anthropology and history,
conducted research into the determinants of family size in the
early settler communities of Stevens County. She presented
this research at the 97th Annual Meeting of the Central States
Anthropological Society under the title “What is up with
the Norwegians?: Family Size and Place of Birth in Stevens
County, Minnesota, 1880.” Lynner also published research
on the history of certain types of fairy tales in UMM’s
undergraduate journal, Scholarly Horizons. She has volunteered
and interned at the Historical Societies of Stevens and Swift
Counties and has appeared on the Dean’s List repeatedly.
Corinne McCumber ’19, Andover, English, studied the use
of personal pronouns in professional academic writing with
Associate Professor of English Tisha Turk; she presented
the results of that research, “Action, Experience, and
Responsibility: Using ‘I’ and ‘We’ in High School Writing,”
at the 2018 Minnesota Writing and English conference. She
also has assisted Professor of English Michael Lackey with
research on biographical fiction and is undertaking research
on justice and sacrifice in King Lear with Professor of English
Julie Eckerle. McCumber serves as a writing consultant in the
Writing Center, performs with the Chamber Orchestra and
Sports Team Improv Troupe, co-chairs Campus Activities
Council Convocations, and has made the Dean’s List every
semester of her undergraduate career.
Michael Medlyn ’18, Rochester, biology, participated in the
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows program through
the Immunology Department at Mayo Clinic during the
summer of 2017. Medlyn worked with Dr. Karen Hedin to
investigate the role of CXCR4 signaling proteins in T Cell
function. He presented this research at the annual Autumn
Immunology Conference in 2017. Medlyn also worked

with Assistant Professor of Biology Rachel Johnson on a
research project supported by an Undergraduate Research
Opportunity Program award during the fall of 2017. His
research focused on investigating how extracts from stinging
nettle plants influence immune cell function.
Sam Peters ’18, biology, worked with Assistant Professor
of Biology Rachel Johnson on a research project supported
by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute program. His
research focused on investigating how tumor cells are able
to kill immune cells through the B7-H1/CD80 signaling
pathway. He presented this research at the annual Autumn
Immunology Conference in 2016.
Michael Phillips ’18, Watertown, South Dakota, biology,
conducted research on campus with Assistant Professor of
Biology Joseph Dolence through UMM’s Howard Hughes
Medical Institute Undergraduate Summer Research Program
in 2017. Phillips examined how antigen-presenting cells of
the immune system respond to peanut allergen exposure.
Giving an oral talk and presenting a poster, Phillips
presented this research at the annual Autumn Immunology
Conference in 2017.
Noah Pilugin ’18, Saint Paul, anthropology and art history,
investigated the use of symbolism by different ethnic groups
on grave markers in a 19th- and 20th-century cemetery. He
presented this research as “Searching for Signs of Ethnic
Representation and Identity on Grave Markers in a Catholic
Euro-American Cemetery in Western Minnesota” at the
97th Annual Meeting of the Central States Anthropological
Society. Pilugin also conducted research on animal bone
fragmentation at an archaeological site in the American
Southwest, which he presented at UMM’s Undergraduate
Research Symposium in 2016. Pilugin was a recipient of
a Morris Academic Partnership award for his cemetery
research. He has been active in the Morris Campus Student
Association and Students for a Democratic Society, a member
of Campus Assembly, and a volunteer English as a Second
Language teacher.
Wahid Tawsif Ratul ’19, economics and statistics, completed
two projects. In the first Ratul demonstrated concomitants
and order statistics to determine the directional dependence
between two variables by constructing sample algorithm
on copulas. In the second Ratul evaluated the impact of
conditional cash transfer on adolescent health in Bangladesh
through a non-randomized approach for impact assessment
using the quasi-experimental research design. The first
project, conducted with another student, won the best
Undergraduate Statistical Research Poster at the American
Statistical Association Fall 2017 Research Conference.
Samira Rosenthal ’18, Albertville, biology, participated in
the Native American Summer Research Internship at the
University of Utah, where she studied adrenoleukodystrophy
using zebrafish as a model organism in 2017. She presented

her research at the Society for Advancement of Chicanos/
Hispanics and Native Americans in Science National
Conference in October 2017.
Kathryn Rowles-Perich ’18, Shoreview and Duluth, theatre
arts and elementary education, has distinguished herself in
the area of performance. While at UMM she has appeared
in Dog Sees God, James and the Giant Peach, and The Normal Heart; she
played the leading roles of Callie in the Meiningens Student
Theatre production of Stop Kiss and Helena in the Theatre
Discipline’s production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. She also
has appeared at the Northern Fort Playhouse in Britton,
South Dakota. She was nominated for the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival’s (KCACTF) Irene Ryan
Acting Award for the discipline productions of Pinocchio
Commedia (Blue Fairy) and Spring Awakening (Wendla) and
received KCACTF’s Certificate of Meritorious Achievement
for her work in the ensemble of Pinocchio.
Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18, Kadawatha, Sri Lanka, chemistry,
physics, and mathematics with Honors, has been an
exceptional scholar during his undergraduate career, working
on a wide variety of research projects. He has presented his
research results at three different national meetings of the
American Chemical Society.
Myeongjae “Tony” Song ’17, Daegu, South Korea, computer
science, worked with Associate Professor of Computer
Science Elena Machkasova on a project to improve error
messages for the Clojure programming language in
summer 2016 as part of UMM’s Howard Hughes Medical
Institute Undergraduate Summer Research Program. He
continued this work as a directed study in fall 2016. Song
was instrumental in exploring a new feature of Clojure as it
was being added to the language. He figured out the intricate
technical details of the new feature and how to make it work
for changing the Clojure error messages to a more beginnerfriendly form. He presented his work as a paper at the
Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium 2017. He
also gave a presentation of his work at the Clojure meetup in
Minneapolis. Song contributed to the UMM energy project
and to developing an interactive tool to assist CSci 1302
students in learning formal proofs.
Cana Straub ’18, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, biochemistry,
worked on a Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund
analytical chemistry research project titled “Temperaturedependent rotational correlation times for liquid phase
acetic acid.” She continued this research in fall 2017 as
a directed study with Associate Professor of Chemistry
Jennifer Goodnough titled “Semi-Empirical Investigation
of Hydrogen Bonding in Acetic Acid.” Her work enabled
the calculation of molecular correlation times as a function
of temperature by measuring chemical shifts (proton) and
spin lattice relaxation times (deuterium). The results of these
two projects were presented in New Orleans at the 255th
American Chemical Society National Meeting & Exposition

in March 2018. As a sophomore Straub worked with former
Assistant Professor of Chemistry Zack Mensinger on an
undergraduate research project that explored whether metalorganic frameworks can be used for a slow release insulin
drug delivery system. Straub also is an active member of the
Concert Choir, and she studied abroad in Thailand.
Steven Tetrick ’18, Chaska, political science and
environmental studies, has dedicated his research to
understanding public attitudes toward environmental policy.
Inspired by the absence of public opinion polling in rural
Minnesota on riparian buffer policy, Tetrick explored the
impact of three explanatory frames—economic, health, and
eco-centric—on public support for Minnesota’s controversial
buffer law. He presented this research at the 2018 Midwest
Political Science Undergraduate Research Conference in
Saint Peter. He also served as a research assistant for Associate
Professor of Political Science Sheri Breen in 2017 and, in
that capacity, accompanied Breen to a Seed Savers Exchange
conference. He has been active in campus organizations such
as KUMM student radio, Morris Queer Student Initiative
for Equality, Orientation Group Leaders, and the Morris
Campus Student Association, in which he was sustainability
officer his junior year and secretary of campus relations/
Campus Assembly representative his senior year.
Tarlynn Tone-Pah-Hote ’18, Uncasville, Connecticut,
biology, participated in a Research Experience for
Undergraduates in Borneo, Malaysia, where she studied
the chemical properties of native bamboo in the summer
of 2015. That October she presented her research at the
Annual Workshop on the Study and Analysis of Extreme
Environments, a conference sponsored by NASA and
Instituto de Astrobiologia de Colombia. During the summer
of 2016 Tone-Pah-Hote worked with Assistant Professor
of Biology Rachel Johnson to investigate how tumor cells
are able to kill immune cells through the B7-H1/CD80
signaling pathway. During the summer of 2017 Tone-PahHote participated in the Four Directions Summer Research
Program at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston.
There she studied the role of Trip11 in achondrogenesis
in zebrafish.

Benjamin Yawakie ’18, Brooklyn Park, psychology and
statistics, is an extraordinary student whose contributions
to academic life and the campus are countless. Yawakie
participated in the statewide National Science Foundation
North Star STEM Alliance: Building on the Legacy of
Minnesota’s Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation(
LSAMP) program, the objective of which is to support
students from groups traditionally underrepresented in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields to
pursue them. His research involved studying public health
issues related to American Indian populations by using
various multivariate statistical methods such as path analysis
and principal component analysis. He presented his results at
various conferences.
Shenning Zhang ’18, Shijiazhuang, China, mathematics
and statistics, is an extraordinary student with a 3.968
GPA. She is involved with all aspects of academic life. Her
research covers a wide range of areas in mathematics and
statistics that are new and challenging. Her work is at the
graduate level and has led to manuscripts and presentations
that can be publishable in the top journals in these areas.
Her work on Prime Number Races, Directional Dependence
on Time series analysis, Bayesian Inference on Directional
Dependence Based on Concomitants of Order Statistics
and Its Application, Analyzation on the Relevance of
Returned Documents from a Search Engine, Comparison
between Classical Statistical Hypothesis Testing and Bayesian
A/B Testing Based on Bing Users’ Behavior, Measures of
Directional Dependence Based on the Concomitants of
the Order Statistics and Its Applications are substantial
contributions to mathematics and statistics. She earned an
Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program award and
worked on a summer project at Stanford University.
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